
Your Name: 

Jeffrey Sandler 

Your Email Address:  

jcsandler@gmail.com 

How many years have you worked in the field? 

12 years 

What is your current position?  

Research Scientist 

Provide a brief job description. 

I provide research support to the New York State Office of Mental Health (OMH), specifically its Division 

of Criminal Justice Services. As such, I evaluate all programs and services OMH offers to those convicted 

of sexual offenses, including initial assessment, treatment, discharge, and follow-up. The results of those 

studies are then used to empirically-inform changes to OMH’s programs and services, with a goal of 

making those programs and services as effective as possible. 

 

Board Related and ATSA Experience 

Please provide information related to any prior experience you have had serving on a Board of 

Directors. 

I have served on two Boards of Directors. Most recently, I served 3 years on the Board of Directors for 

the New York State chapter of ATSA (NYS ATSA). During my 3-year term, I was the Editor of its 

newsletter (the NYS ATSA Forum), and was also in charge of organizing and running its Board elections.  

The second Board of Directors on which I’ve served was a business two friends and I started roughly 

15,000 years ago. The business was called Access Employment Research. If you can’t tell what the 

company did from its name…you’re not alone. That name wasn’t our best decision. The company 

actually did okay during its existence, but it broke up a little more than a year after opening because we 

all received better offers to work elsewhere.  

I also currently serve on the Editorial Board of Sexual Abuse (3.5 years and counting) and Criminal 

Justice and Behavior (2 years as Managing Editor, 7 years as Associate Editor, and 5.5 years and counting 

on the Editorial Board). 

Please provide information related to any involvement you have had in ATSA or ATSA chapters. 

I have served on two Boards of Directors. Most recently, I served 3 years on the Board of Directors for 

the New York State chapter of ATSA (NYS ATSA). During my 3-year term, I was the Editor of its 

newsletter (the NYS ATSA Forum), and was also in charge of organizing and running its Board elections.  

The second Board of Directors on which I’ve served was a business two friends and I started roughly 

15,000 years ago. The business was called Access Employment Research. If you can’t tell what the 

company did from its name…you’re not alone. That name wasn’t our best decision. The company 



actually did okay during its existence, but it broke up a little more than a year after opening because we 

all received better offers to work elsewhere.  

I also currently serve on the Editorial Board of Sexual Abuse (3.5 years and counting) and Criminal 

Justice and Behavior (2 years as Managing Editor, 7 years as Associate Editor, and 5.5 years and counting 

on the Editorial Board). 

Please provide information regarding your contributions to the field of sexual abuse generally.  

The biggest contributions I’ve made to the field of sexual abuse over the past 12 years have likely been 

through my research. During that time, I’ve published articles addressing several different issues relating 

to those convicted of sexual offending. For example, listed below are a few studies I’ve published in 

what I would say are my three main areas of research: 

Public policies designed to manage those convicted of sexual offenses: 

Sandler, J. C., Letourneau, E. J., Vandiver, D. M., Shields, R. T., & Chaffin, M. (2017). Juvenile sexual crime 

reporting rates are not influenced by juvenile sex offender registration policies. Psychology, Public 

Policy, and Law, 23, 131-140. 

Sandler, J. C., Freeman, N. J., & Socia, K. M. (2008). Does a watched pot boil: A time-series analysis of 

New York State’s sex offender registration and notification law. Psychology, Public Policy, and Law, 14, 

284-302. 

The assessment of those convicted of sexual offenses: 

Seto, M. C., Sandler, J. C., & Freeman, N. J. (2017). The predictive and construct validity of the Screening 

Scale for Pedophilic Interests-2. Sexual Abuse: A Journal of Research and Treatment, 7, 636-657. 

Sandler, J. C., Freeman, N. J., Farrell, P. D., & Seto, M. C. (2013). The Static-99 as a predictor of 

institutional conduct by adult male sex offenders. Criminal Justice and Behavior, 40, 1131-1148. 

Females convicted of sexual offenses: 

Cortoni, F., Sandler, J. C., & Freeman, N. J. (2015). Women convicted of promoting prostitution of a 

minor are different from women convicted of traditional sexual offenses: A brief research report. Sexual 

Abuse: A Journal of Research and Treatment, 27, 324-334. 

Sandler, J. C., & Freeman, N. J. (2009). Female sex offender recidivism: A large-scale empirical analysis. 

Sexual Abuse: A Journal of Research and Treatment, 21, 455-473. 

In New York State, I have also contributed by helping to empirically-inform the programs and services 

offered by the Office of Mental Health to those convicted of sexual offenses, by regularly giving talks to 

inform community treatment providers about the facts of sexual offending, and by serving on the Board 



of Directors for NYS ATSA. I have also contributed by serving on the Editorial Boards of Sexual Abuse and 

Criminal Justice and Behavior, two journals that publish research related to those convicted of sexual 

offending. 

Please describe the experiences and/or skills you bring specific to this role on the board. 

The most obvious experiences I bring with me are from my years of publishing research related to those 

convicted of sexual offending. From going through the process of identifying areas in need of study, 

from designing the methodology of the studies, from gathering and cleaning data for the studies, from 

conducting analyses for the studies, from writing up the results of the studies for publication, and from 

the review, revision, and publication process. I also bring with me years of experience of collaborating 

with researchers all over the world, which is a very important skill as a researcher. Research in general is 

a collaborative effort. Particularly when you research in a tightly-knit and focused field such as sexual 

violence prevention, where everyone is diligently working together toward the exact same end: 

Reducing instances and the impact of sexual violence. Being able to work constructively and quickly with 

others (sometimes over long distances) is extremely important, and I have been honored to work with 

many great researchers from all over the world.  

Another set of skills that I bring with me is something that probably isn’t known beyond those with 

whom I’ve collaborated: In undergrad, I studied mathematics. That’s right, I’m a true and proper geek. 

And mathematics at its heart is about identifying patterns and truths. It’s about trying to replace 

supposition and confusion with knowledge. My background in mathematics, therefore, helps not just in 

understanding statistics and conducting analyses, it also helps in viewing the progression of the field. In 

identifying holes in the research that need to be addressed in order to move the field forward. 

Other than that, I’m also a pretty decent cook and an above average soccer goalie. 

Please identify your vision for moving ATSA forward in this specific role on the board. 

As I think should be true of all ATSA Board positions, if I were to be elected as the Research 

Representative, my primary goal would be to serve the needs of the ATSA membership. To identify 

questions that are important to the membership, and then to encourage, facilitate, and support studies 

conducted to address those questions. My approach to this would be guided by the same principle that 

has guided my research career: It’s better to do a small number of high-quality studies than it is to do a 

large number of mediocre studies. I would, therefore, work to make studies on topics important to the 

membership as rigorous and strong as possible. A few truly strong studies can move the field forward 

more quickly and further than a lot of weak ones.  

In terms of specific visions, I agree with President Cortoni that ATSA should try to expand its 

international presence. In terms of research, this means encouraging, supporting, and helping to 

facilitate studies from countries not currently well-represented in the research literature. I also think we 

need more studies on how to most effectively communicate our research findings with community 

members and policy makers, as well as more studies on effective primary prevention strategies. 

Do you have any additional comments? 

It's admittedly a cliché, but I’m honored just to have been nominated for this position. The nomination 



means a lot and it would be a further honor to serve ATSA, if elected. The organization has given much 

to me, and I would love an opportunity to give back to it.  

Other than that, I’d just like to thank everyone for considering me for this Board position and for their 

continuing dedication to sexual violence prevention and response. The work we do is often difficult and 

thankless. So, thank you.




